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At Foxfield School, we use displays to inform, celebrate and enhance learning. We are also committed to making all our methods of communication as accessible to as many people as possible. This includes the use of our displays.
Corridor displays must be changed at least once a term, as indicated by a rolling programme.

Display boards of any kind, in and around the school building, should be of the highest standard and never be left empty. 

If you are not ready to display work, leave your old display up – Make sure you have got enough time to finish your new display. Displays should be checked every day and any damaged pieces either repaired or replaced. Displays are all about presentation. Poor maintenance can spoil an otherwise nice display and suggest to visitors that we do not value the pupils work. 
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The aims of a display board policy are; to ensure displays reflect a broad and balanced curriculum and show evidence of learning; to ensure displays are pupil-centred and reflect the achievements of 
all pupils here at Foxfield; to establish consistency, continuity, progression 
and high quality displays throughout school. 

All corridor displays should include 

· Title

· Evidence of pupils work 

· Key symbols 

· A brief description of the work shown 

When considering pupils with autism every person with autism is different, so there are no absolute rules about how to make a display board autism-friendly, but the general principles listed below should act as a useful starting point.
1. Write all information in plain English – that means being as clear and brief as possible. Avoid using irony, sarcasm, figurative language, rhetorical questions, idioms and abbreviations such as “e.g.”, “i.e.” or “etc.”
2. A child with autism may find it difficult to filter out the less important information. If there is too much information it can lead to ‘overload’. Use short sentences. Bullet points can also help to break up information.
3. Written information should be in at least size 18 font. Bold font is the best way to make things stand out, rather than underlining or italics. Sassoon primary infant font and widgit symbols should be used for all display boards across the school for consistency.
4. All classroom and communal displays should have a title. This should be clear and printed. If using Sassoon primary font, print in at least size 160. The positioning will be determined by the overall layout but is usually better at eye level. Use black or a dark blue colour.
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5. Display labels should include information, facts and questions. This helps to make the display more interactive. 
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6. Labels should be written using either cut-out letters, computer print using Sassoon primary font and consistent in size.

7. Avoid too many patterns, and consider the colours that are being used. Many people with autism find information easier to read if it is printed on a light-coloured background (cream, light yellow or green are good choices). It can also be helpful to change the font colour to dark blue or brown.

8. If parts of the display board include images or text that is laminated, consider using matte laminating sheets to reduce the glare that can make it difficult for people with visual impairments to see.
9. Always leave a border of about two inches around the edge. Only overlap the edge if it is intentional not because you have failed to judge the size of the pictures.

10. Double mount wherever possible but single mounting will suffice. Double mounted work on backgrounds of subtle colours will help to draw the eye into the photo or picture.
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11. For communal displays, consider including the aim and learning outcome of the work shown. Individual pieces of work should include pupil’s name. Also note, all pupil’s work should be displayed regardless of ability.
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N.B.

Pupils with autism and communication difficulties benefit from a clearly organised environment. Enabling environments through making reasonable adjustments is a statutory obligation in disability law (Equality Act 2010), and in terms of ‘good autism practice’ this is a minimum requirement.
All displays will be frequently monitored by the Head teacher, and members of the Senior Management Team, and feedback will be provided with action points if needed.
HEALTH & SAFETY

The Fire Brigade ask us to be wary about too much paper hanging off displays (intentional or not) as these catch fire easily and transmit from board to board. Displays, particularly hanging ones should never be placed near or hung from light fittings. Mobile displays should not restrict exits.

 Avoid using drawing pins where possible they are a particular danger to our pupils. Use Pritt stick or Staplers. No staples, pins or other sharp objects should stick out at any time. 
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