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Introduction

Foxfield School caters for pupils with complex learning difficulties (CLD) and includes pupils with severe learning difficulties (SLD), profound and multiple learning difficulties (PMLD) as well as those on the autistic spectrum (ASD).  In addition a number of pupils have related challenging behaviours.

As a school we recognise that the range of pupils incorporates a wide spectrum of learning styles and this is reflected in the way in which RE is taught across the school.

Aims of R.E.
“All children need to acquire core knowledge and understanding of the beliefs and practices of the religions and worldviews which not only shape their history and culture but which guide their own development. The modern world needs young people who are sufficiently confident in their own beliefs and values that they can respect the religious and cultural differences of others, and contribute to a cohesive and compassionate society.”
(The Right Hon, Michael Gove, former Secretary of State for Education, 2013 RE Review and new 'non-statutory' National Curriculum Framework for RE)
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Religious Education and the National Curriculum
The 1988 Education Reform Act established a National Curriculum of ten subjects with RE being added to these to make up the ‘basic curriculum’.  RE therefore stands outside the National Curriculum.
Since RE is not part of the National Curriculum it is not subject to its statutory orders such as national attainment targets, programmes of study and assessment arrangements.  Instead, it is locally determined: under the 1988 Act each LEA is required to establish a Standing Advisory Council for Religious Education (SACRE) to advise the authority and its teachers on matters concerning RE.  It also has a duty to convene an occasional group called an Agreed Syllabus Conference, which produces the local Agreed Syllabus from which teachers devise schemes of work and arrange the assessment of pupils’ learning.

The SACRE for Wirral duly formed an Agreed Syllabus based on the needs of the pupils in schools across the authority.  The syllabus for Foxfield was then written from the foundation of the Agreed Syllabus with some amendments and considerable differentiation to meet the needs of our pupils.  This syllabus was then agreed and is the working document used at Foxfield.

Planning and Delivery
Religious Education is taught as a discreet subject at Key Stages 3 and 4 and as an integrated part of the studies taken at post 16.

Key Stage 3
At Key Stage 3 the curriculum works as a three year rolling programme since the classes at this Key Stage are made up of pupils from Years 7, 8 and 9.  The work covered incorporates studies of the Christian, Islamic, Hindu and Jewish traditions as well as units covering Stories and People, Ethics and The Community.
Key Stage 4

At Key Stage 4 the curriculum is based on the ASDAN Transition Challenge, which is a nationally accredited award scheme which is specifically designed for pupils with complex learning difficulties. 
Post 16
In the post 16 department Religious Education is taught in a multi-disciplinary format within the areas of Personal, Social and Health Education and Citizenship.  Students are given the opportunity to be involved in decision making and looking at consequences and there is a stronger emphasis on community and ethical issues.

Collective Acts of Worship

Foxfield places a great emphasis on the celebration of achievement and this is a central aspect of the weekly collective act of worship involving the whole school.  Each class has the opportunity to lead the assembly and a wide range of topics are covered including celebrations of major festivals (from both Christian and other traditions) as well as ethical and social issues.

Times of Reflection

In the busy environment of school life it was felt important to give the pupils the opportunity to stop for a few moments and reflect on the day.  Consequently, each Religious Education lesson starts with a time of quiet reflection.  This time incorporates taped music, incense, candlelight and a variety of basic sensory input and gives the pupils the chance to still themselves before the start of the lesson.  It has been found to be of great benefit to the young people and serves as an accessible object of reference at the start of the sessions. They have time to focus on their mindfulness which has proven to improve mental health and wellbeing.
Medium Term Planning
Individual teachers are responsible for their own medium term plans in R.E.  However, basic outlines for each area of the R.E. curriculum are available on the school intranet system as a guideline to planning. All MTP are stored on the school intranet.
Improving Access to the RE Curriculum

Much of the curriculum on RE is easily accessible to all pupils through the medium of storytelling, drama, art and craft activities.  However, certain aspects, notably situational ethics, can prove difficult for many of our young people.  It is therefore necessary to differentiate these aspects from group to group within the school.  One group may be able to discuss the concept of bullying, for example, whereas others may find the very concept to be beyond their understanding and an approach may then be used through looking at being friends and helping one another.

R.E. Resources
A selection of resources for the teaching of R.E. across the school, are kept in the store cupboard in the post 16 corridor. Each area of the curriculum is resourced and housed in separate, clearly labelled transparent storage boxes.  Staff are encouraged to update the R.E. coordinator in order to replenish and increase the resources whenever the need arises.
Curriculum Structure

The curriculum for Religious Education at Foxfield has clear elements, which must be covered, but, within this framework, there is wide scope for individual teachers to incorporate a range of ideas and concepts needed by certain individual groups.  The format of the curriculum may be examined in more detail in the curriculum document, which is accessible to all staff through the school’s intranet facility.

Assessment and Recording

Assessment and recording are carried out on a number of levels in Religious Education.  Work completed by pupils is marked by the class staff in accordance with the school’s marking procedures.   All pupils are assessed in February and July and their levels are entered in the subject assessment document which is an electric assessment device and is accessible to all staff.
Reporting
Members of staff who deliver R.E. to classes are responsible for reporting on the pupils they teach.  This report forms part of an extensive annual report which is sent home at the end of the academic year.

Links to other subjects

ICT Statement

Information and Communication Technology is an integral part of all aspects of the curriculum at Foxfield and Religious Education is no exception.  A number of the faith stories are available in an interactive powerpoint format and are therefore accessible to the vast majority of the pupils.  Many lessons incorporate taped music and video presentations as a foundation to the work being covered.  In addition to this, the department has a number of Interactive CD roms enabling pupils to take virtual tours around different places of worship and to discover what it is like to follow a faith different to their own.

The more able pupils are able to access the internet to carry out personal research and print out the results of their work.

INSET
INSET in Religious Education is delivered on a needs driven basis and whole school training has been given on the needs of pupils coming to the school who follow different faiths and cultural practices.  
Evaluation

The curriculum policy will be reviewed on a regular basis to consider:

· The contents of the policy in the light of changes both within school and nationally

· The identification of INSET needs

· The levels of achievement of the pupils across the Key Stages

· The use and range of resources available in the school
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Appendices
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 Samples of KS3 MTP                           


 Samples of KS4 MTP
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