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FOXFIELD SCHOOL – HISTORY AT KEYSTAGE 3

1. INTRODUCTION

Foxfield School is situated in a residential area of Moreton, Wirral. There are currently 120+ pupils on role aged 11 – 19 years. These numbers will be increasing significantly over the forthcoming year.

The School caters for pupils with CLD (Complex Learning Difficulties), which cover the range of pupils with SLD (Severe Learning Difficulties), PMLD (Profound and Multiple Learning Difficulties), pupils on the Autistic continuum and those with other associated needs such as Sensory and Physical impairment. In addition a number of our pupils have challenging behaviours.

We as a school recognise that the diversity of our pupils and their learning styles require teaching approaches to reflect their needs through specialised, modified and structured teaching methods.

The History Curriculum at Foxfield follows the guidelines as directed by The National Curriculum. Adaptations are made where necessary and the Curriculum is differentiated in order that all pupils in the department are able to access the Curriculum in accordance with their levels of attainment and individual needs.

2. AIMS OF TEACHING HISTORY AT FOXFIELD SCHOOL

The aims of teaching History at Foxfield School is to stimulate the pupils’ interest and understanding about the lives of people who lived in the past and to develop a sense of own history. We teach pupils a sense of chronology and through this they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their Historical knowledge. We aim to teach the pupils to value both their own and other people’s culture. We teach our pupils to understand how events in the past have influenced our lives today and we also teach them to investigate these past events and by doing so to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis and interpretation at differing levels. For some of our pupils our aim is to allow pupils to experience how life was in the past and we provide opportunities which are more sensory based. 

The aims of History in our school are:

· To foster an interest in the past and to develop an understanding that enables them to enjoy all that History has to offer.
· To know about significant events in History and to appreciate how things have changed over time.
· To develop a sense of chronology.
· To understand how Britain is part of a wider European culture and to study some aspects of European History.
· To develop an understanding of personal history. 

· To have some knowledge and understanding of historical development in the wider world.
· To develop the skills of enquiry, investigation and interpretation.
· To experience life in the past and to participate in sensory based experiences.
3. TEACHING AND LEARNING STYLES
Due to the diverse range of pupil needs a variety of learning styles are adopted at Foxfield School based on individuals needs. Learning styles adopted are as follows: visual, visual /verbal, auditory and kinaesthetic. A range of different styles are often used to deliver the curriculum in general but specific pupils may be identified as requiring more emphasis on a specific style due to their individual needs.

The History Curriculum will be differentiated throughout the department and within individual classes. Pupils are planned for throughout the key stage using a sensory and skills based approach which meets the needs of some of our most complex pupils. Differentiated outcomes and experiences will be provided for pupils within the sessions.

4. OPPORTUNITIES IN HISTORY AT KS3

All pupils with learning difficulties at KS3 (including those with profound and multiple difficulties) will continue to develop and extend their understanding of their personal history. They will experience aspects of the lives of others in different places and periods in the past. They will have opportunities to experience a range of historical sources and interpretations and to communicate their views.

Most pupils with learning difficulties (including those with severe learning difficulties) will learn about events, periods and people. They will have opportunities to use different sources and answer questions to find out about aspects of the past.   

A few pupils with learning difficulties will learn to place events and people in the correct time periods. They will have opportunities to select some information from sources and to communicate their historical knowledge and understanding.

5. HISTORY CURRICULUM PLANNING AND DELIVERY
We use the National Curriculum Programmes of Study as the basis for our curriculum planning in History. 

Our planning in History is implemented in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). The long term plan maps the History topics studied over a three year rolling programme. All the units delivered are taken from the units of study at KS3. Due to the needs of the pupils who attend Foxfield some elements from the National Curriculum at KS3 have been excluded and replaced with units that are more suited to pupils needs. History is taught alongside Geography, Art, Design Technology and Modern foreign languages. This forms ‘Cross Curricular.’ 
Medium-term plans are then designed in relation to each unit. These provide a general overview of the themes to be delivered and the skills pupils are expected to learn at different levels. 
Short-term plans are then provided which contain the detail of the content and activities to be delivered, the learning outcomes and objectives for the specific lesson, the differentiation and deployment of staff and the key words and resources required. 

History is delivered to all the students at KS3 on a weekly basis 

6. ASSESSMENT AND RECORDING

All staff teaching History will make both observational and formal records. Observational records will be made at the bottom of the short term planning sheet at the end of each lesson where appropriate. Formal records will be made using the P levels and NC attainment levels.

Individual teachers will formally assess History twice a year, February and July using the excel spreadsheet system on the Intranet.
7. REPORTING
Each pupil at Foxfield has an Annual report written each year. A report will be written for each pupil outlining the topic and content delivered and stating the level of attainment reached by the pupil. Photographs are taken of each student working in History for the progress files. 
8. RESOURCES

All the resources are kept in the History cupboard. They are labelled and kept alongside the units of work.

Additional resources are sometimes loaned from the schools library service situated in the “Wirral Professional Development Centre.”

9. LINKS TO OTHER SUBJECTS
I.C.T : We use links to I.C.T. in History teaching where appropriate. The Smart board is often used to bring “History alive” by taking pupils through interactive journeys to visit places / times in History delivered at that time. Photographs are taken using the digital camera whilst out on visits and images of historical artefacts such as Egyptian pottery are often downloaded to enhance activities. Some pupils (who have parental permission) are encouraged to research topics using the Internet.
English: History contributes significantly to the teaching of English at our school by actively promoting the skills of reading, writing and speaking and listening. Pupils are exposed to historical texts and they are encouraged to read where appropriate. Historical questions are used to assess pupils’ knowledge and to encourage discussion. Pupils are encouraged to ask questions in order to promote their own knowledge of the subject and to develop thinking skills. 
Mathematics: History teaching contributes to the teaching of mathematics for example when developing a sense of chronology through participating in activities such as time-lines. Differentiated activities ensure that all pupils are involved in this aspect.
Personal, social and health education (PSHE) and citizenship: History contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social, health education and citizenship. Some pupils will develop self confidence by having opportunities to explain their views on a number of social questions such as how society should respond to poverty. They will discover how to be active citizens in a democratic society by learning how laws are made and  changed. Some pupils will learn how to recognise and challenge stereotypes and to appreciate that racism is a harmful aspect of society. They will learn how society is made up of people from different cultures and start to develop tolerance and respect for others. 
Religious Education:  When teaching history we contribute to the pupils’ spiritual development where possible. We also provide pupils with the opportunity to discuss moral questions such as child labour in Victorian Britain. Pupils learn about the building of new churches and monasteries in Medieval Britain and the role of the church in Tudor times. The history programmes of study enables pupils to understand that Britain’s rich cultural heritage can be further enriched by the multi-cultural British society of today.
10. THE ROLE OF THE COORDINATOR: MONITORING AND REVIEW 

The history coordinator will be responsible for the Long and Medium term planning, and monitoring. The medium term plan for each topic will be handed out to teachers in time for them to plan the terms work, assessment and recording will also be the responsibility of the individual teacher. Additionally the coordinator will  be responsible for managing and maintaining resources for the teaching of this subject and for keeping the curriculum area under review. The coordinator will also be responsible for attending any relevant courses and for disseminating relevant information to staff teaching history.   

The history coordinator will also be responsible for ensuring that relevant teachers, the Headteacher, Deputy Headteacher / Curriculum coordinator and governors will all be kept up to date with copies of current documentation as required by QCA.
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